The Pelham Community

Considerations for a Historic Neighborhood

HPI November 2025



Dual Purpose

® Develop a common understanding of historic designation, and create space to
listen to the questions and concerns of neighbors in Pelham about historic
designation.

® Consider if WMAN will support a potential designation effort.



Who?

® The Pelham Community: property owners and residents in the Pelham
neighborhood

® West Mount Airy Neighbors (WMAN) and the Historic Preservation Initiative (HPI)

® Others?



What?

What is historic designation?

® Historic Designations in Philadelphia:

® The Philadelphia Register of Historic Places is an inventory of historic resources that have
been designated by the Philadelphia Historical Commission.

® Anyone can nominate a property or district/properties to the historic register.
® The City of Philadelphia designation does NOT require owner consent to designation.

® However, WMAN will not provide support to a designation initiative without a consensus
of owner/resident support.



When? - Efforts to Date

® For over 40 years, neighbors in the Pelham community have researched the development,
architecture, and history of this planned neighborhood in casual pursuit of historic district
designation.

® Neighbors approached the HPI group of WMAN to discuss WMAN’s possible support of
designation.

® HP| began initial project scoping by talking with the State & City historic preservation offices,
and with other recently designated neighborhoods such as Overbrook, Roxborough and
Powelton Village about research, costs & grant opportunities.

® Currently - WMAN is engaging with the Pelham community to share information and learn
from Pelham residents about their interest in and concerns about historic district
designation.






Why?

® The Pelham neighborhood is significant for its:
® comprehensive design as an early railroad community, high quality architectural design;
® diversity of housing types & sizes, architectural styles, and people;

® continued integrity of the landscape, architecture and community over time- since the
1890’s, Pelham remains remarkably intact.

® Historic designation can be a tool to preserve the features that make a place special.

® Historic Designation enables property owners to have a voice a the table when changes are
proposed within the historic district.



Questions to Consider?

® What do you value about the Pelham neighborhood?

® \What drew you to live in the Pelham neighborhood? What would you miss if it
went away?

® \What are your concerns that you would like to be considered in evaluating historic
designation in the Pelham neighborhood?

® What information will be helpful to you in understanding the implications of a
historic district?



Resources

® Overbrook Farms Historic District website:
® Preservation Resources:

® https://www.overbrookfarmsphila.org/preservation-resources

® pPreservation FAQSs:

® https://www.overbrookfarmsphila.org/preservation-fags

® City of Philadelphia Historic Preservation Commission:

® https://www.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-historical-commission/

® Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia Economic Impact Report:
https://preservationalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Philadelphia-HP-EIR-
10.17.2025.pdf

® \WWMAN: https://wman.net/ email: wmanhpi@gmail.com
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What do you value about Pelham?

® Community ® Tied to the broader Mt Airy
® Neighborhood history ® Hopping Halloween scene
® Racial and SES diversity ® Safety

® Beauty and character of homes

® Welcoming neighborhood

® \Walkability/accessibility to amenities
® Proximity to the Wiss

® Porches

® Accessibility to transportation



What drew you to live in the Pelham neighborhood? What would you miss if it went away?



What are your concerns that you would like to be considered in
evaluating historic designation in the Pelham neighborhood?

What does historic district really mean?

How would it affect us?

What are the restrictions on homeowners?

What does it prevent?

Will it make home repairs/maintenance more expensive?COST
What are the benefits to homeowners?

Gentrification

HELPFUL TO PROVIDE PRO/CON INFORMATION

HELPFUL TO SHARE PREVIOUS CONCERNS

Would this put the SES diversity that we love about Mt Airy at risk?
Impact on solar installation

Goes into effect upon application

IS THERE DATA ABOUT VALUE IN HISTORIC DISTRICTS?

Can we designate properties at risk?

Can we accomplish the same thing with zoning?

Pros/cons with zoning overlay

New construction

Limitations that designation places on other resources
® Time, etc

Is there a resource committee for home repairs?

® Angie’s list for Pelham

How does the PHC determine economic hardship?

® What is the process?

® Google doc for sharing all concerns

® Virtual meetings: polling for dates/times



® \What information will be helpful to you in understanding the implications of a historic district?






